
 
FINAL Meeting Minutes 

 
Brayton School PTO 
November 19, 2014 
 
Call to Order 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by PTO President, Meghan Terry.  
 
President’s Report 

• Dr. Moretz is attending a Brain Science conference in Boston. 
• Miriam Zahn, Tracy Keegan, and Jen Diczok as well as two parents from other 

elementary schools presented at Monday’s Common Council meeting. The 
presentation to move voting out of schools was well executed, but overall the 
experience was frustrating.  Council rebutted to presentation with two authority 
figures that misspoke some facts.  Now is the time for parents to get further 
involved. If you weren’t able to attend, watch the meeting’s rebroadcast on 
Hometown Television (Channel 36) and consider writing a letter to the press or 
Common Council to express your support.  Lori Leiter noted that those who 
attended the Speak Up Summit meeting thought our presentation was solid. 

•  The 2nd Annual Holiday Boutique is tomorrow.  It is a lovely upscale event with 
a variety of vendors at different price points.  There is a bakeshop type bake sale 
where whole cakes and pies and cookie trays will be sold.  The PTO will be 
selling retail gift cards as well as Brayton logo items.  Note that most vendors do 
not accept credit cards; personal checks are accepted. 

• The Book Fair is next week.  The schedule of class visitations at the Book Fair is 
posted on the website. 

• This week is American Education Week. Amazon Teacher wish lists can be 
accessed on the website if you wish to purchase something for your child’s class. 

• In January, Mr. Fessock and Mr. Brooten are raising money for cancer research as 
part of an event celebrating Mr. Brooten’s recovery from cancer.  World of Rock 
will play at the event.  January Hagan is helping Mr. Fessock with the event.  
Please contact her if you wish to help.  An event flyer will be emailed to the 
Brayton community in the next few weeks. 

• Jungle Book is the musical this year.  There is an info meeting at Kate Speer’s 
house on December 10.  Please attend if you are interested in helping with this 
event. 

• Tom DeMuro, the Brayton guidance counselor, who does everything from helping 
first graders adjust to school to helping children cope with a loss of a loved one is 
speaking to our PTO today. 

 
 



 
Tom DeMuro, Brayton Guidance Counselor 
 
 
Mr. DeMuro began his career in Summit as a special education teacher.  He also taught 
4th and 5th grade and moved to guidance about 13 years go.  There are three full-time 
elementary guidance counselors in the district. Mr. DeMuro splits his time between 
Brayton and Jefferson Schools.   
 
The 4 Cs of guidance counseling 

• Classroom Presentations help the guidance counselor build a rapport with students.  
During these sessions, Mr. DeMuro expresses that he teaches about feelings and 
friendship. 

• Counseling is offered individually and sometimes in groups to address student 
concerns, which are often anxiety.   

• Consulting is advice offered by Mr. DeMuro to parents and teachers. 
• Coordination allows Mr., DeMuro to work cooperatively with administrators, 

teachers and parent to find ways to serve students most effectively. 
 

Counseling related to Bullying 
• NJ has the strictest anti-bullying law in the country and it applies to grades K – 12.   
• In response to bullying issues, the Guidance department of Summit Public 

Schools developed the “Take A Stand” program in 2008.  Mr. DeMuro prepared 
the K – 5 curriculum, which comprises of four lessons that all public schools are 
taught at the same time, but at different levels depending on age/grade. The 
lessons cover Bullying/Cyberbullying, Effective Strategies of for countering 
bullying, Tattling versus Reporting, and the Power of the Bystander/Empathy. 

• The Take A Stand curriculum is updated each summer to incorporate new 
concerns, particularly those related to technology. 

• Mr. DeMuro explained that all although many types of conflicts and 
disagreements can exist between two people, not all of these conflicts are 
classified as bullying.  According to NJ, in order to be classified as bullying, an 
action must meet all three of the following criteria. 

o An action or comment was motivated by a certain characteristics 
o The person knew they would hurt the other person’s feelings by this action 
o The actions significantly affect the other person. 

 


