
 
FINAL Meeting Minutes 

 
Brayton School PTO 
April 15, 2015 
 
Call to Order 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by PTO President, Meghan Terry.  
 
President’s Report 
• The PTO Nominating Committee, comprised of Dr. Moretz, Meghan Terry, Corina 

Borg, Breene Wesson, Thea Moore, Tina O’Connor and Elizabeth Ryan met and 
identified the following nominees for PTO Exec Board positions: Tracy Keegan, 
President; Tina O’Connor, Executive Vice President; Margie Conniff, 
Communications Secretary; Emily Dolan, Secretary; Allison Busam, First VP.  
Jennifer Diczok will continue in her role as Treasurer and Courtney Kaczynski will 
be the teacher representative.  No additional nominees were presented by meeting 
attendees.  The vote will occur at the May PTO meeting. 

• There is a Board of Education Workshop meeting at the Wilson Board office on 
April 16 and a general meeting at the Summit High School library on April 23. 

• The plant sale-ordering window opened last night.  This year there will be a home 
delivery option; a variety of plants are being offered; prices have remained the same 
as last year; and there is an option to donate to House & Grounds. 

• Teacher Appreciation Week is May 4 to May 8.  This year there is a committee to 
maintain consistency in the way the classes celebrate their teachers. 

• The PTO Executive Board voted to replace all water fountains in the school with 
fountains that both filter water and refill water bottles.  One was installed by the 
gym entrance over break; the remaining 8 will be replaced over the summer. 
 

Green Team Presentation 
The Green Team invited Hazel England of the Great Swamp Watershed Association to 
speak to parents about water quality. 
• Ms. England presented her model of the Great Swamp Watershed to Brayton 3rd 

graders last year, and she hopes to return in June this year to present it as part of the 
water cycle study of this year’s third grade class. 

• This year, the Great Swamp Association is expanding their model to include some 
of the Passaic River watershed, which includes the area of Brayton School. 

• The study of the water cycle is abstract in that it does not show how humans and 
infrastructure interact with the water cycle.  Activities such as salting roads, 
flushing toilets, and walking our pets all impact water quality and there are various 
treatment methods of both wastewater and tap water that work to keep our rivers 
clean and our drinking water clean, safe, and healthy.   

• Ms. England explains to students that we have a stewardship responsibility to our 
waters and our environment. 



• Ms. England suggested that Brayton look into the programs of “Sustainable 
Schools” and” Eco Schools New Jersey.” Both of these programs reward schools 
with points for green practices, such as our new water fountains. 
 

Principal’s Report 
• PARCC testing is beginning again in two weeks.  This time, testing will only occur 

for three days. 
• Because testing has caused a great deal of stress and a somber atmosphere at the 

school, Dr. Moretz and the teachers are initiating Fun Fridays.  Over the next four 
Fridays, each class will have one fun non-academic period.   

• Planning for next year is already beginning.  We will be losing one fourth grade as 
the three third grade classes move up, and there are expected to be four sections of 
both first and second grade next year. (Currently, there are five first grade classes.) 

 
Mr. June Change, Superintendent of Schools 
• Mr. Chang thanked the PTO and parents for welcoming him to the school.  He is 

available to parents and to all people who want to move the District forward. 
• Mr. Chang noted that our schools have great leadership and dedicated teachers and 

he wants to support their efforts.  He wants to give the community the sense that 
outside of regulated parameters, we have control over our education system. 

• Mr. Chang would like to provide options to all students.    
• Parents had an opportunity to ask Mr. Chang questions.  Questions covered the 

following topics: his stance on voting in schools, status of after hours security, 
managing teacher attendance amid demands for training, test proctoring, and other 
teacher pull outs, homework policy for middle school and high school students 
during PARCC testing, his vision for changes/his goals for the school system, 
offering a community service warehouse/program at the high school, and 
establishing internship programs for high school students.   

• Mr. Chang will address topics related to voting and school safety at the BOE 
Workshop meeting on the 16th.     

• He will examine teacher attendance, but noted training is important and the key is to 
maintain a balance between training and teaching.  

• Mr. Chang is interested in innovating ideas (such as internships) used by other 
districts to fit our specific needs. 

• Related to PARCC testing, Mr. Chang said that information was gathered from the 
first round and trial changes in approach will occur during the second round this 
month.  After that, they will be able to better assess how to approach issues of 
homework and test scheduling. 
 


