
Brayton PTO 
General Board Meeting
Wednesday, October 10, 2012
9:00 am

Called to Order:  Jennifer called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.
Jennifer welcomed Collin Bishop, Brayton’s School Nurse, to discuss nutritional 
programs at Brayton.
Collin advised the nutritional programs will be starting in February.  Overlook Hospital 
sends the programs.
The first grade program will focus on childhood obesity.  The presentation is interactive.  
It will stress the 5 fruits and vegetables.  The children will keep a journal for the week.
The second and third grade program will focus on “snack attack”.  It will teach the 
children about smart food choices for snacking.  The presentation is interactive.
The fourth grade program is called “Tar Wars”  It teaches children the effects of smoking 
and why it is not healthy.
The fifth grade will take a field trip to Overlook Hospital  and learn about the heart.  The 
children will be educated about good nutrition and a healthy heart.

The DARE program started this week with the children.  

Recipe cards are available for everyone to take home thanks to Susanne Neilan for 
getting the cards from Stop and Shop.

Principal’s report:
Dr. Moretz reported that Ms. Munz, Mr Stanbro’s replacement , is doing well.
Gayle Brown is taking another Social work position in Jersey City.  Her replacement is 
Alyson Brown.  
Linkit testing had some issues last week w/ testing but the company is working out the 
“glitches” and will hopefully be better for next testing period.
Linkit will be administered again in January and the Spring.  It is closely aligned w/ 
NJASK.  
On October 24, 2pm in the library, Dr. Moretz will conduct a discussion for parents of 
first graders to explain learning workshop and expectations of children for math and 
reading.  At this time there are a lot of expectations.
The Walkathon is scheduled for Friday, October 12.  The Bobcat will make an 
appearance.  The children are naming the Bobcat.
Next PTO mtg will be a Book Club discussion and the book selected is “10 Mindful 
Minutes” by Goldie Hawn.  She is an advocate for allowing time for children to be 
children.  Dr. Moretz is working w/ Ms. Senko on a “Mindful Curriculum”.   A name will be 
drawn out of a hat today for someone to win the book to take home with them.  More 
books are available today to purchase.

Jennifer Anderson introduced speaker, Linda Strand, an RN from “Lice Be Gone”.  
Linda advised everyone to learn about it and that no one dies from it.  She is here to 
dispel myths.  The bugs do not fly or jump.  People should keep in mind their personal 



space.  Some people attract the bugs more than others.  Lice does not live on pets.  
After 2 days if they are not on a head they will die.  Adult lice bugs lay eggs and they will 
hatch in 7-10 days.   An egg is attached on an angle to the hair shaft and is a sesame 
seed color.  
“Lice be Gone” has an office now and does not do home visits.  Parents and children 
behave better in the office.  
Tips for not getting lice are:  Don’t share helmets, towels or brushes.  Do not hug.  Pull 
hair back.  Put hoodie on at movies.  If you have questions please contact Brayton 
nurse, Collin.  Brayton has a “No Nit Policy”.  Not every school in NJ has that policy.  
Linda Strand believes it is a good policy.
Hair coloring does not kill them.  Heat does not kill them.  Does “Fairy Tales” work?  
Linda stated nothing is 100% effective.  
Linda encourages parents to check 1x a week.  Use a metal nit comb.  
Teach your children not to be ashamed.  Don’t interrogate your child if someone has 
lice- it is sending the wrong message to your child. 
Lice can still be in a boy’s crew cut hair and a baby’s cradle cap.  
If someone has it in your family you should let babysitter and housekeeper know.  
If you do a chemical treatment, please follow directions safely.  If it states to treat 1x 
week then follow the protocol.
For cleaning, you need to vacuum only once, change sheets once and put stuffed 
animals and items in the dryer.   Make sure to check backpacks.  Clean hairbrushes and 
hair ties in ammonia for 10 minutes.  Put stuffed animals away in sealed bag for 3 days.  
Recommended care:  Put crisco shortening in hair for 6 hours.  This should kill the 
bugs.  Wash out with dish soap.  Put the time into combing out the nits (about 3 hours).  
Do this every 5 days for 3 weeks.  Comb all the angles when combing the hair shaft.
If your family or a friend/neighbor does get lice, please be kind and do not show 
prejudice.  One in every three kids gets lice.
Try to check your children 1x a week to catch it early.  If one family member has it, need 
to check all family members.

President’s report:
Jennifer thanked the following people:
Shari Competiello- membership @ $12,000 raised!
Diana Sajer- SEF
Lori Leiter- Flip Flop drive
Shari and Beth Wohl - Gift Wrap drive
Mary Beth Driscoll and Miriam Zahn - Walkathon
Sandy Sula- Bingo Baskets
Nikki Bendl and Kate Keenan- Bingo Night
Betsy Stockton and Brenda Doherty- Cultural Arts
Danielle Maloney-directory

Upcoming dates:
October 11 House and grounds to plant mums and bulbs right after drop off
October 12  Crossing guard breakfast and Walkathon
October 13 SPARC event



October 18  BOE meeting.  The focus is on full day Kindergarten.  Dr. Moretz added it is 
difficult to get kindergarten curriculum in a 2 1/2 hour school day.  Children need to have 
centers/workshops/ and free play.  The social and emotional pieces are missing.  
Reported that the primary Centers are not built for full day but were constructed to add 
on if/when kindergarten becomes a full day in Summit.

October 26  Bingo Night
October 31  Halloween parade
November 2 Breakfast w/ Dads, Granddads or special people
November 5 Parent’s visitation 10am
November 10 PTO mtg book club  w/ Cheryl  “Ten Mindful Minutes”

Name selected for winner for the book “Ten Mindful Minutes”.  Winner is Meghan Terry.

Meeting adjourned at 10:30.


