
Brayton School PTO
General Meeting Minutes
April 10, 2013
9:00 am

Call To Order:
Jennifer Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:05 am.  Jennifer introduced Leah 
Griffith and Amy DiSibio, Co-Presidents of SEF (Summit Educational Foundation).
Jennifer described SEF as an organization that is paving the way for all schools.  By 
supporting SEF you are also supporting Brayton.

Leah and Amy stated they came to Brayton to educate and answer questions about 
SEF.  SEF raises money in the district from parents and the community.  Grants come to 
SEF through the teachers, administrators, superintendents and parents working with a 
teacher.  There are 9 schools in Summit that SEF supports.  The PTO’s are vital and 
take initiatives but sometimes can not fit it in their budget.  SEF has helped fund the 
new Language Arts program, the Elementary School Science program, new technology 
in the schools, Mandarin Chinese in the High School and Middle School and other 
varying important educational programs in the schools.  SEF has an endowment that is 
bringing in 4 million dollars that started about five years ago.  They raise money through 
their letter writing campaign, Partners Night and Casino Night.  Diana Sajer is the SEF 
liaison for Brayton School.  The PTO president helps SEF select a liaison for each 
school.

Summit Public Schools submit grants to SEF that are consistent with the SEF 
guidelines and philosophy.  The grants review and selection process is an interesting, 
intelligent process that makes sure the money is not wasted.  All the public schools are 
represented in the grants.  There is a teacher at each school that acts as a liaison to 
SEF as well.  Teachers and administrators submit their great ideas two times a year (fall 
and spring).  Chatham, New Providence and Millburn have Educational Foundations but 
not as big as Summit’s.  Summit’s SEF has been in existence for 28 years.  Dr. Moretz 
and the Brayton community have been very supportive and vital to SEF.  SEF has come 
a long way and is now in the forefront of teacher’s minds when coming up with a new, 
innovative, educational idea that they would like to make happen.  Leah and Amy 
encourage people to get involved.  Brayton community family, Sharon and Terry 
Haggerty, is hosting “Partner’s Night” next year.  One way is to be active in the 
fundraiser “Casino Night”.   Next year is Brayton’s turn to host the fundraiser.  Casino 
night raised over $150,000 this year.  In the fall SEF approved $340,00 of grants given 
to schools.  This Spring they had 62 grant requests for a total of $440,000.  SEF is on 
pace this year to be provide one of the biggest “give backs” to the schools.
Dr. Moretz spoke of 2 former Brayton students who are currently in Summit High School 
that wrote a grant to SEF for a program they designed to help girls love and learn about 
math and science.  SEF is in the process of reviewing that grant.
Leah and Amy thanked Brayton for the opportunity to speak.



Jennifer Anderson thanked Leah and Amy and introduced Breene Wesson who is on 
the Board at SPARC, Summit’s Performing Arts and Resource Community.
Breene stated this is her first year on the Board at SPARC.  SPARC has been in 
existence for 16 years.  It depends on the support of parents and the community.  
SPARC helps to build self esteem and teamwork in students.  SPARC provides financial 
aid for all the schools performing arts programs.  This year it provided grants to the 5 
elementary schools, supported a theater workshop at the middle school, helps fund the 
High School’s fall production, Spring Musical, Cabaret and Forensics.  SPARC holds a 
cocktail party fundraiser, pancake breakfast.  At the Pancake Breakfast this year, 
Brayton’s Aladdin Musical performed.
SPARC has 3 -5 meetings a year.  Next meeting is scheduled for May 6.  Go onto their 
website www.SPARC to find out more information.  At this time Lisa Grennon is the 
SPARC liaison, Margarita Schultz is the treasurer and Breene is the communications 
Board position.  These volunteers are all from the Brayton community.  
Question if a child is in the orchestra and plays an instrument if they are supported/
involved in SPARC.  Breene advised that their is an organization “Summit’s Music 
Parent’s Organization that supports the students playing an instrument.  
Breene thanked the PTO for the opportunity to speak. 

Jennifer Anderson thanked Breene for speaking and spoke about the next group 
SEPAC.  A representative from SEPAC was not available to come today but would like 
to come another day to speak to the Brayton community.  Jennifer Anderson passed out 
information on the Summit based group. SEPAC is a Summit based parent led group 
that works with the summit public schools and others in the community to support 
families and others faced with the challenges of raising kids with special issues, whether 
or not kids are “officially” classified as special-needs.  To learn more about SEPAC 
contact Sepac4@gmail.com.

Principal’s Report:
Dr. Moretz reported Mr. Gilbert’s wife had a baby girl and the baby and family are all 
doing well.
Testing will be happening at Brayton in the next few weeks.  It was incorrect on our 
Brayton calendar.  COGAT testing for 3rd and 5th grades will be  April 22 and 23.  Make 
ups will be April 25th and 26th.
On May 6th NJASK testing will start.  Please make sure children come to school on 
time, rested and after a healthy breakfast.
State is putting more pressure on test score results.  Teachers anxiety is up.  Test is 
changing.  The following year there will no longer be NJASK.  New  testing will be 
PARC.
Dr. Moretz advised reports on Summit schools is on the internet.  Summit did well.  
Need to be aware when reading surveys and reports how information was gathered.  
Data can be skewed.  Population sees the results and may not know the whole picture.  
For example, in a category “college and career readiness” Summit scored 80-85% 
because it was determined by attendance.  Jefferson school also concerned with report 
on school because it is a small school and also holds special education classrooms so 
data results may not be accurate.
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Attendance will  impact Summit School in the future because state funding will be 
dependent on it.
It is a district agreement that if a child is away that work can not be given ahead of time.  
A child must be in school for 4 hours in order to get credit for the day.

Next Thursday, April 18, Town Hall meeting at the High School.  At 6pm, Brayton will 
have presentation on “Citizen of the Month.”  At 7pm, Town Hall meeting to discuss 
“Facilities Plan”.   All are encouraged to attend.  
Emergency preparedness meetings continue.  Summit Police officers scheduled to 
come through the schools and walk through and advise on safety strategies in the 
school.  
New door magnet obtained for Brayton.  It will be placed on every door in the school.  
This will save seconds if there is a lockdown and the teacher needs to lock the door. 
Teachers will no longer have to lock the door with their key , they will remove the door 
magnet that is at each door and simply close the door and it will lock.  Dr. Moretz 
provided demonstration and showed everyone the door magnet.  The door magnet was 
created by custodian Rich and funded by PTO.
Question regarding what is the procedures for emergencies at the school.  Dr. Moretz 
advised that emergency procedures and guidelines are not released for safety reasons.  
Brayton has a relationship with Oak Knoll and the Middle School and in case of an 
emergency the school would be evacuated to one of these safe facilities.  

A question was raised if Ellis Island Field Trip for the current third graders could possibly 
happen next fall for that class.  Unfortunately, Ellis Island is still closed because of 
Hurricane Sandy damage.  Dr. Moretz advised that they are looking into it and if it is 
possible, they would like to do the field trip in the Fall of 2013.

A question was raised asking when the health class for the 4th and 5th graders will be 
taking place.  Colin Bishop is sending notices home to parents this week.  Meeting to be 
held May , 2013 for parents.  

President’s Report:
Jennifer Anderson reported nominated slate for school year 2013-2014 is the following:
President:  Barbara Edwards
EVP :  Meghan Terry
Treasurer: Michele Harvey
1st VP: Lori Leiter
Communications: Susanne Neilan
Secretary: Miriam Zahn
The Treasurer position is a 2 year position.  Jennifer Dizok nominated to take over 
position after Michele and will shadow her the next year.  

The Rock Wall is scheduled to be installed April 29th if the panels are ready.

Thank you to Diane Sajer for her work with Brayton Ball.  Funds going to Children’s 
camp in Summit and the Rock Wall.  



Thank you to January, Rachel and Tracy for their work on Aladdin Musical.
Plant Sale at Brayton underway.  Orders are due May 3 and pick up will be May 9.  
Please consider donating a flat to house and grounds or a hanging basket/tomato plant 
for Teachers week.  
Breakfast with Mom’s scheduled for May 3.  Jennifer to meet with Dr. Moretz on event.
Family Fun Day scheduled for May 4th.
BOE workshop April 11. 
BOE Meeting/Town Hall Meeting April 18th at the High School.
April 22 “Walk to School Week”
April 23 Camp Bernie meeting.
April 24 International Night.  At this time 15 tables including tables from different parts of 
the United States like Texas are represented.  Germany Sweden, South Africa, Costa 
Rica and Ecuador are also represented.  There is still time to be a part of International 
night.
SPARC meeting May 6
SEPAC meeting May 10 at Wilson School.
Dessert show scheduled for May 11.  Need volunteers to act.  At this time the scripts 
and songs are written just need volunteers to do performance.  Please consider.

Jennifer Anderson adjourned the meeting at 10:15 am.


