
 
FINAL Meeting Minutes 

 
Brayton School PTO 
October 9, 2013 
9:00 a.m. 
 
Call to Order 
Meeting called to order at 9:10 a.m. by Barbara Edwards, PTO President. She welcomed 
and thanked parents for coming.   
 
Principal’s Report 
 

• Dr. Moretz informed the PTO that she attended a meeting at town hall regarding 
the status of voting in the schools.  After hearing the concerns, the Board of 
Elections will likely move elections out of schools before the spring election.  For 
the upcoming election, David Hughes agreed that only one door at Brayton should 
remain open, and a polling person will staff that door.  Dr. Moretz thanked 
parents for their continued support in this process. 

• Dr. Moretz thanked parents for following the security procedures. 
• There will be a Sundial celebration on October 18 at 2:30; parents are invited to 

attend. 
• The school is piloting Envision Math; teacher training will occur in October.  

Parent meeting will occur on November 12 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 
Assistant Superintendent of School’s Report 
 
Julie Glazer, Assistant Superintendent of Summit Schools, spoke about the pilot math 
programs and the new report card. 
 
Pilot Math Programs 
 

• For the 2013-2014 school year, Summit has initiated a district-wide math pilot 
program for grades K through 5.  All classes at Brayton are piloting Envision 
Math.  At the other 4 elementary schools and primary centers, select classes from 
each grade level are piloting Go Math, while the remaining classes are being 
taught Everyday Math (also known as Chicago Math). 

• Everyday Math is a spiraling curriculum that doesn’t align with the national 
common cores standards, which specify milestones by grade level. As a result, 
teachers are spending as much one-hour to find the complementary 
resources/materials within Everyday Math to prepare for each 40-minute math 
lesson.  Based on this, the district decided to search for math programs that are 
aligned with the common core standards.  Both Go Math and Envision Math were 



built for the new standards.   The National Department of Education’s “What 
Works Clearinghouse” has validated both programs. 

• Envision Math, Go Math, and Everyday Math are resources used to support our 
curriculum. Though the resources to support the curriculum will vary based on the 
pilot program in use in a particular class, the curriculum will remain the same for 
all classes. 

• Envision Math has problem solving, critical thinking, and word problems deeply 
rooted into its materials. 

• Go Math is context-based with science and social studies read alouds, and 
problem solving that ranges from concrete to abstract. 

• The primary difference between the two programs is that Envision Math is more 
technology-based, incorporating digital resources for communication, 
collaboration, and home components.   It also includes specifically designed 
smart-board lessons. Go Math has a home component and the lessons can be used 
on a smart board, but the lessons were not designed specifically for digital use. 

• Ms. Glazer emphasized that this is a pilot; a final recommendation will be made 
by May 2014.  Once six units have been taught, the committee will begin making 
its decision with the goal that professional development could start by April 2014. 

• Parents, teachers, and students will evaluate the materials throughout the year.  
The evaluation will also be based on the following elements. 
 As part of their role on the adoption committee, principals will offer their 

feedback. 
 Teachers will have opportunity to observe lessons at schools (such as 

Cranford) that use the materials. 
 Brayton teachers will also receive training in Go Math and will observe Go 

Math lessons.  Teachers from the other elementary schools will receive 
Envision Math training and observation opportunities so that they can make 
well-informed assessments. 

 Board of Education has agreed to have the publishing companies work with 
teachers to model lessons. 

 Envision Math representatives will be at Brayton on November 12 to discuss 
the program with parents.  They will have materials on hand and will answer 
questions.  There will be a Go Math night on October 29 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
at either Brayton or Lincoln Hubbard. 

• Next year’s school budget contains a placeholder for the math program.  This 
placeholder is the higher of the implementation costs provided by both publishers.  
 
Parental Comments 

• Parents expressed concerns that it is difficult to tell from the homework what the 
children are learning.  Additionally, because there are no take home materials in 
the younger grades, it is difficult for parents to reinforce the concepts at home. 
Ms. Glazer will ask whether there are parent notes or other resources that the 
Envision consultants can provide. She requested that parents be patient as we are 
still learning about the available resources. 

• Parents observed that, even with Everyday Math, many Summit students are 
advanced proficient in math but do not score as high in reading.  Ms. Glazer 



reinforced that the results are related to having teachers instruct based on a 
curriculum that aligns with the common core standards and they will continue 
doing so, regardless of which program is adopted.  Partially proficient means that 
a student is not meeting grade level standards. Both proficient and advanced 
proficient mean that students are meeting grade level standards.  Advanced 
proficient does not mean that a student is exceeding grade level standards. 

 
Pilot Report Card 
 

• Our old report cards were developed before we implemented our current reading, 
writing and math models.  With the passage of the common core standards, BOE 
felt that the report card should reflect grade level skills from grades K to 5. 

• The first draft of the report card was seven pages. Now on its 4th revision, the 
report card is 4 pages in length, with the fourth page being a comment section for 
teachers. 

• The pilot report card has three marking periods (reduced from four in the old 
report card).  The first report card will be issued in December, one month after 
parent-teacher conferences, and the other report cards will be submitted in March 
and June. 

• Note that the middle school report card will remain with four quarters. 
• The district is looking into a feature on PowerSchool that may allow the report 

cards to be translated into Spanish. 
• The report cards will assess grade level skills and grades will be assigned as 

follows. 
 E for emerging, employed when a student is learning a skill 
 P for progressing towards mastery 
 S for secure; masters grade level expectations 
 N/A for not applicable in this marking period (for a concept which may not be 

taught until the second or third marking period) 
 There will be room for optional comments following the language arts and 

math skills sections of the report card. Teacher comments at the end of the 
report card are required. At a minimum, the teacher comments should include 
a general statement about the student’s marking period, a reference to a past 
goal for the student, and a recommendation of a new goal for the student. 

• First report card will be sent home on December 13. Parents, teachers, and 
students will be surveyed after each report card this year.  No revisions will be 
made until after the June comments are received.  The revisions will be 
incorporated into the final report card, which will be implemented during the 
2014-2015 school year. 

 
Parental Comments 

• Parents asked whether there were any thoughts on having spring conferences.  
Ms. Glazer indicated that there are not contract hours for such conferences in the 
schedule.  Both she and Dr. Moretz stressed that teachers are always accessible 
and parents are free to schedule meetings throughout the year as needed. 



• A question was posed as to whether conferences are encouraged in middle school.  
Conferences are not required, but each team has common planning time, and for 
that reason, it is possible to schedule a meeting with your child’s team of teachers.  
Mr. Block’s coffee with the principal is also very informative. 

 
President’s Report 
 

• Crossing guard appreciation breakfast will be at 8:30 a.m. on October 11.  Parents 
are encouraged to stop by and say hello to the crossing guards. 

• Bingo night is on October 25.  On-line reservations and sign-ups started on 
October 8, and the event is almost full. 

• The weeklong sundial installation will begin on October 14; each class will be 
given a tutorial on the use of the sundial.  The sundial will be unveiled at 2:30 
p.m. on Friday October 18.  Duncan MacKenzie, the artist; Dr. Moretz; and Karen 
Greco from the Board of Education will be present.  Parents are invited to attend.  

• Halloween celebration will occur on October 31st.  Children will be dismissed for 
lunch and costume change at 12:30.  Students should return to school by 1:30 and 
the Halloween parade will occur shortly thereafter.   

• The Holiday Boutique will be held on November 21 from 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.  There 
are 24 vendors who will sell a variety of food, clothing, jewelry, stationary, 
pottery, and floral wreaths.  The PTO will also sponsor a bake sale that evening. 

• At the November 13 PTO meeting, Nancy Kislin, a family therapist from 
Chatham, will discuss anxiety and overscheduling in children. 

 
President’s Thank Yous 

• Many thanks to Lisa Grennon and her team for putting together the Beacon Hill 
Tavern Fundraiser.  The evening raised about $1,300 for Brayton. 

• Thank you to Nikki Bendl for the Brayton Directory. 
• Thank you to Heather Eisenmenger for harvesting the vegetable beds and for her 

work on the Sundial. 
• Thank you to Jen Anderson for hosting the New Parent Coffee. 
• Thank you to all the committee chairs and members who are working so 

diligently on Art in the Classroom, New Family Connection, 5th Grade 
Coordinator, Library Volunteer Coordinator, Parent Tutor Program, Cultural Arts, 
Chess Club, Grocery Scrips, PTO Membership, and Hospitality. 

 
Future Dates 
 
October 17  - Board of Education meeting at Jefferson Primary Center 
October 18  - Sundial celebration, 2:30 p.m. 
October 25  - Bingo Night 
October 29 - Go Math presentation, 6:30 p.m., location yet to be announced 
October 31  - Halloween Parade at Brayton 
November 4-6 - Single Session days, parent-teacher conferences 
November 5  - Parent visitation/ classroom observation from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 



November 7,8  - No school 
November 12 - Envision Math coordinators present to parents, 6:30 p.m. at Brayton 
November 13 - PTO meeting with speaker Nancy Kislin 
November 21  - Brayton Holiday Boutique 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 


