
 
FINAL Meeting Minutes 

 
Brayton School PTO 
October 8, 2014 
 
Call to Order 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by PTO President, Meghan Terry.  
 
President’s Report 
 

• Donations for Bingo Baskets are due by Friday.  If you prefer to donate a specific 
item rather than cash, there is an Amazon wish list with basket items. 

• Bingo night is October 24 and a link to make reservations will be e-mailed at 
11:15 a.m. today.  Pizza will be purchased from Village Trattoria this year. 

• SPARC’s annual SPARCling evening of song is October 25 at Beacon Hill Club.  
Tickets are $85/ person. 

• The crossing guard breakfast is Friday at 8:30.  Parents are welcome to attend to 
show our appreciation of the crossing guards. 

• This week is Respect Week.  Among other activities planned by Tom DeMuro, 
the PTO is hosting an assembly by Fair & Square for 3rd and 4th graders. 

• The Halloween parade will be held on Friday October 31.  Children can be picked 
up at 12:30 to go home for lunch and to change into costume.  They return at 1:30 
for the parade.  Classroom parties follow the parade.  Only parents signed up to 
help at the party can attend the party. 

• Tracy Keegan, Miriam Zahn, Allison Busam of Brayton PTO, and Wolfgang 
Guenther, Lincoln-Hubbard PTO President, attended the Common Council 
meeting on October 7.  Mr. Guenther delivered a statement on behalf of 
Concerned Parents of Summit introducing the topic of moving voting out of our 
schools.  Links to the petition can be found on the Brayton Website.  A form letter 
expressing support for the initiative to move voting out of schools will be posted 
to the Brayton PTO website soon. 
 

Principal’s Report 
 

• Dr. Moretz is in the process of planning the 2015-2016 budget.  Please let her 
know if there are particular areas of the building and grounds that need to be 
addressed.  The boys’ bathroom is on the list.  Air conditioning in the wing 
surrounding the gym is on the wish list. 

• The walkway and the bridge over the culvert by Cornog Fieldhouse will be 
reinforced.  It was noted that during heavy rains the water level rises and floods 
the school.  It is hoped that the upcoming construction work will also address the 
flooding problem. 
 



Guest Speaker, Dr. Julie Glazer, Assistant Superintendent of Schools 
 
Michelle Hawley, an Instructional Facilitator, and JoAnn Mendl, the math enrichment 
teacher accompanied Dr. Glazer.  The group presented an overview of the math 
curriculum and Envision Math materials. 
 

• Everyday Math was the previous program used by the District to support our math 
curriculum.   Everyday Math spiraled through concepts during elementary years 
and concept mastery was not expected until the completion of the program.   As 
evidenced by standardized test scores, Summit students were successful using 
Everyday Math.  However, when new math (non-spiraling) standards were 
approved in 2009, it became time-consuming for teachers to tailor their lessons to 
the standards while using Everyday Math as a resource.	  

• After piloting Go Math and Envision Math last year, the BOE adopted Envision 
Math as the resource to support the math curriculum in Summit.	  

• Envision Math seeks to help students develop an understanding of math concepts 
through problem-based instruction, small-group interaction, and visual learning.  
There is a heavy emphasis on reasoning and modeling.	  

• Each grade covers 13-16 topics per year.  The study period ranges from 8 days to 
3 weeks per topic and includes pre-assessment and post-assessment tests to help 
teachers tailor the lessons to their class.	  

• Envision Math moves from concrete to representational to abstract learning 
models, and the representational component is the visual learning bridge that 
allows students to move from concrete to abstract math.	  

• Each lesson begins with problem-based interactive learning.	  
• Parents have access to on-line materials, including an e-text, through student 

accounts; the information was distributed at Back-to-School night, and will be 
redistributed based on feedback that many parents did not receive the login 
information.  It was noted that it might be helpful to have Pearson allow parents to 
have one account per family so that they can access all materials without having 
to log in individually for each child.  Dr, Glazer will look into this.	  

• Teachers will have four Envision Math coaching lessons this year.	  
• A number of parents expressed concern for the literacy-based approach to math in 

the early grades.  Dr. Glazer indicated that national research demonstrated that 
literacy-based learning leads to more math success.  Parents did note that this 
posed additional challenges for children who struggle with reading.  Dr. Glazer 
suggested speaking to teachers about making homework accessible to early 
readers and children with learning disabilities; Michelle Hawley will check 
whether there are read-aloud components for homework.	  

• Dr. Glazer distributed a third grade report as an example of how math would now 
be graded.  She thanked parents for their feedback on the pilot report card and 
noted that a number of nuances have been added to the report card indicators.  
Additionally, there are different indicators for behaviors that affect learning.	  

• Parents expressed concern that the conferences will be held before the first report 
card is distributed.  BOE is aware of the issue and a set of baseline questions are 
being developed for teachers to answer during conferences.  



• Because the November teacher’s conference is mandated, it makes sense to hold 
parent-teacher conferences during that same week in November.  We use the half 
days as an opportunity for teachers to schedule afternoon conferences.   


