
 
FINAL Meeting Minutes 

 
Brayton School PTO 
September 17, 2013 
9:00 a.m. 
 
Call to Order 
Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Barbara Edwards, PTO President. She welcomed 
and thanked parents for coming.  Approximately 50 people attended the meeting. 
 
Principal’s Report 
 

• Dr. Mortetz welcomed parents, noting that this appeared to be a record attendance 
for a PTO meeting. 

• Back to School Night was early and now that it’s over, the focus is on learning. 
• The school is piloting Envision Math; teacher training will occur in October. 
• Birthday celebrations have been modified; no treats will be allowed. Instead 

parents will be given the opportunity to read to the class or donate a book.  So, far 
this change appears to be a non-issue. 

• Security  
- Thank you for implementing the new procedures; it has cut down on traffic to 
the office. 
- Dr. Parker is still working on moving voting out of the school.  Jefferson is the 
only school without voting.  All the other schools have gyms that are separate; at 
Brayton, 3 entrances need to remain open during voting because our gym is more 
central to the school. David Hughes is trying to move voting to the library. 
- Parent suggested a staff in-service day if the voting is not moved.  Dr. Moretz 
noted that staff would still be in the building when it is not secure. 

 
President’s Report 
 

• Barbara Edwards introduced Sandy Leeza, a former Brayton parent is running for 
town council.  Ms. Leeza attended the meeting to check-in with our community 
and learn more about our concerns. 

 
SPARC 

• Barbara Edwards introduced Brayton parent, Breene Wesson, who gave an 
overview of SPARC. 

• The performing arts (theater, music, dance, and forensics) in our middle school 
and high school are very high caliber, and that is largely due to strong support 
from SPARC.   

• SPARC support comes from fundraisers and volunteers.   
• There is no BOE budget from performing arts and workshops. 



• At the elementary school level, SPARC provided funding for lighting and crew 
assistance in last year’s Brayton musical 

• SPARC raises funds in three ways: fall fundraiser, the SPARC’ling Evening of 
Song (10/19/2013), which includes performances by alumni of Summit Schools, 
the Pancake Breakfast in March where children perform, and an annual letter 
writing campaign requesting money. 

• The link to SPARC and the invitation of SPARC’ling Evening of Song can be 
found on the Brayton School PTO website. 

 
Summit Educational Foundation (SEF) 

• Jennifer Anderson introduced SEF to the parents.  She, Aimee Messer and 
Victoria Carrigan are the SEF liaisons this year. 

• SEF was founded in 1986 and helps ensure academic excellence at all levels by 
providing grants to schools. 

• Last year, Brayton benefited from grants in the following areas: literacy, Super 
Novas after-school enrichment, a document camera, a visit from author of Patricia 
Pollaco, and the Sundial.  Past grants included standing desks, smart boards, and 
more. 

• Parents or teachers can come up with ideas for grants.  Melanie Lee can assist 
with grant writing. The fall grant application deadline is October 15. 

• There are 2 fundraisers: Partner’s Night on November 1, which is an appreciation 
night based on donor level, and the Night in Pair-A-Dice, casino night, which 
Brayton is chairing this year. 

• SEF is a tremendous support to our school district. Donate if you can. All grants 
from the past few years are listed on www.sef.nj.org.  

 
Budget 

• Michele Harvey passed out and discussed the budget. 
• Usually the budget starts off looking like we will need to dip into savings, but we 

usually exceed expectations 
• Reach out to Michele if there are any questions on line items. 
• In addition to the sundial, all cultural arts programs were included under the 

heading “Sundial.” 
• The 5th grade gift line item showed an expense because we owe money back to 

the school for the greenhouse, which will be purchased later this year. 
• A vote was taken to pass the budget. 

 
Sundial 

• Brayton parent, Heather Eisenmenger, is working with artist Duncan Mackenzie, 
to install the sundial. 

• Ms. Eisenmenger indicated that the sundial would be engaging and interactive for 
our students; it will be a resource to support all curriculums.   

• Installation will occur the week of October 14; Sundial will be located on the 
blacktop on the west side of the building because it is the sunniest spot.  The 
sundial is very specific to our latitude and longitude.  



• A detailed handout was presented to parents. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Barbara Edwards encouraged parents to join the PTO and to volunteer to help the PTO. A 
few areas where the PTO has a need are: 
 

• The parent tutor program, run by Kelly Deere, needs additional volunteers 
• House and ground committee, headed by Jackie Sklar, could use additional 

volunteers 
 

Fundraising 
• Sandy Sula is in charge of Bingo Night.  She indicated that donations to bingo 

baskets are lower than expectations, and encouraged people to donate if they 
could.  Last year, Brayton PTO earned $12,000 at Bingo Night. 

• Barbara Edwards introduced a new fundraiser, “Brayton at the Beacon,” which 
was spearheaded by Lisa Grennon. The owner of Beach Hill Tavern is supportive 
of local schools and businesses; 15% of all sales on October 2 will be given to 
Brayton School.  It was suggested that we ask whether gift cards could be 
purchased at discount as well. 

 
President’s Thank Yous 

• To Aimee Messer for the new family coffee 
• To Christine Leck, May Friedel and Karen Fallows for the teachers lunch on 

September 3 and for the food at today’s meeting. 
• To Teresa Sweeney and Michelle Hayes for stuffing PTO back-to-school packets 
• To Nikki Bendl for her help with Back to School packets and for the upcoming 

student directory 
• To Linda Wilbur and Jackie Sklar for Grounds 
• To all parents who took care of the garden this summer 
• To all committee chairs 

 
Future Dates 
 
September 19 at 9:00 a.m. – New Parent coffee at Jen Anderson’s house. 
September 25 – Half Day, 12:30 dismissal 
October 3 – Presentation on bulling, cyber bullying, and depression at LCJSMS, John 
Halligan to speak 
October 9 – Next PTO meeting; Julie Glazer Assistant Superintendent of schools to 
discuss the new report cards and guidance counselor Tom DeMuro will speak 
October 11- Crossing guard breakfast; please stop by to say hello 
October 25 – Bingo Night; reservations can be made in the beginning of October. 
 
 
 


